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chiefly remarkable for the eviction of all Moghuls
from Kamarupa (or Central Assam), and the strong
fortifications erected by him at Gauhati on both sides
of the Brahmaputra. He also established several
foundries capable of turning out numbers of cannon
for his force. The next ten years were not those of
progress for the Ahoms, for the nation was distracted
by many internecine wars between members of the
nobility which impoverished the country. Seven
kings in this short period were set up and either
died or were murdered, and all was chaos until at
last a strong ruler, Gadardhar Sing, arose, who, how-
ever, only reigned nine years, in which time he was
successful in ridding his kingdom entirely of the
Moghuls and stipulating in the final treaty that the
Manas river should become the boundary between
the two countries. This left the Kocch country
entirely under Moghul suzerainty. He also put down
with drastic severity a number of Naga and Mirri
raids, built the picturesque temple on Peacock Island
opposite Gauhati, and made the two highways, the
Dhodar and Aka Allis, the former of which is still
in use between Jorhat and Charaideo, and still
further here and there. Religion in his reign did
not make for peace, for the Vishnubite sect were
getting too much power into their hands, which he
found necessary to reduce by continuous persecu-
tion. The system of land measurements as used by
the Moghuls was also introduced by him. Rudra
Sing, who succeeded Gadardhar and reigned eighteen
years, is generally regarded as the greatest of all
the Ahom kings, and rightly so, when we consider
what he accomplished ; namely, improvements in